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1. No discharge of firearms except on approved ranges.

2. No rifles larger than .22 for hunting.

3. Unlawful to hunt with a muzzleloading shotgun loaded with
slugs or sabot slugs. 

4. No rifles larger than .22 for hunting except groundhogs.

5. Lawful to hunt groundhogs with rifles of a caliber larger than
.22 rimfire during the season between March 1 and August 31.

6. No rifles larger than .22 for hunting except groundhogs outside
of the regular hunting season.

7. No rifles for deer hunting.

8. No rifles for big game hunting.

9. No hunting with shotguns loaded with slugs.

10. No hunting of big game with shotguns loaded with slugs.

11. It shall be unlawful to hunt with a firearm on or within the ditch
line of any primary or secondary highway.

12. It is lawful to use muzzleloading rifles for game animals in the
regular hunting season.

13. It is lawful to hunt deer with muzzleloading rifles only from
stands elevated 10 feet.

14. It is unlawful to hunt from the road with firearms.

15. It is unlawful to hunt with firearms from the road and within 
10 feet of the ditch bank

16. It is unlawful to hunt within 50 feet of the road.
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Local Firearms Ordinances, Laws and Regulations
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legal take season and by using lawful methods of take or termi-
nate the chase by retrieving the dogs and allowing the animal
freedom to escape for the remainder of the same calendar day.

• Dislodge an animal from a tree for the intent of continuing a hunt,
or chase, or for the purpose of training dogs.

• Use radio tracking equipment, except on dogs or on raptors per-
mitted by a falconry permit, to aid in the chase, harvest or capture
of wildlife.

Plan Your Hunt,
Hunt Your Plan.

Tell Someone  Where 
You Are Going.
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17. Muzzleloading rifles are permitted during any authorized deer
season where firearms are permitted.

18. It is unlawful to hunt with a firearm within 100 yds. of a road.

19. It is unlawful to transport, possess or carry a loaded rifle in any
vehicle while on the road from October 1 through February 15.

20. It shall be unlawful to discharge or shoot any firearm or other
weapon in or along any public road or street or within 100
yards thereof or within 100 yards of any building occupied or
used as a dwelling or place where the public gathers, not his
own dwelling or residence. 

21. It is unlawful to transport or possess a loaded shotgun or
loaded rifle on the road from October 1 through Feb. 15.

22. It is unlawful to possess a loaded firearm on the road except
when permission to hunt is obtained from landowners on each
side.

23. It is unlawful to transport or possess loaded shotgun or loaded
rifle on the road from sundown to sunrise.

24. No rifles over .22 caliber for hunting except for groundhogs
between March 1 and  August 31.

25. No hunting with firearms of game species from within 100
yds. of a road.

26. No hunting with firearms of any game animal from the road
right of way.

27. No hunting with firearms from the road including ditch to
ditch.

28. No hunting with a rifle larger than .22 caliber or shotgun slugs
during the deer season.

29. When 100 yds. from a road and elevated from a stand 15 ft.
above ground a rifle may be used to hunt big game east of the
Dismal Swamp line.

30. It is unlawful to carry a loaded firearm on the road or on the
right-of-way.

31. All hunting within the City of Hampton is prohibited, with the
exception of shotgun hunting from a licensed blind. No shot
larger than 00 buckshot may be used, and no shot shall be dis-
charged landward within 500 feet of the shoreline. 

32. It is lawful to hunt deer with muzzleloading rifles only from
stands elevated at least 10 feet above the ground; however, this
requirement shall be expressly inapplicable to all legally hand-
icapped persons.

33. The use of a muzzleloading rifle shall be permitted during the
early muzzleloading season and during the entire regular
firearm season for deer hunting.

34. It is unlawful to transport or possess a loaded shotgun or rifle in
a vehicle on a road during open deer season.

35. It shall be unlawful to possess outside of a vehicle, or shoot or
hunt with a rifle, muzzleloader, pistol, or shotgun loaded with
slugs, or to possess shotgun slugs on Ragged Island Wildlife
Management Area in Isle of Wight County. In addition, it shall
be unlawful to discharge any firearm within 100 yards of the

boardwalk or nature trail on Ragged Island Wildlife Manage-
ment Area. 

36. It is unlawful to discharge a firearm from or across any side-
walk, highway or on public land.

37. It is unlawful for minors to carry firearms on public highways
or public lands unless accompanied by certain adults.

38. It shall be unlawful to use any ammunition larger than .22 rim-
fire while hunting, except rifles up to .25 may be used to hunt
groundhogs from March 1 to September 1 with written permis-
sion from the landowner.

39. It shall be lawful to use muzzleloading rifles for deer and squir-
rels during the regular seasons.

40. It shall be unlawful to discharge a rifle larger than .22 caliber, a
muzzleloader larger than .36 caliber, or a shotgun loaded with
slugs except from stands elevated at least 10 feet above the
ground, except for groundhogs in certain areas between 
March 1 and September 1.

41. It shall be unlawful to hunt with a muzzleloading rifle at any-
time.

42. It shall be unlawful to use a rifle of a caliber larger than .22 rim-
fire except that groundhogs may be hunted with a rifle of a cal-
iber larger than .22 rimfire between March 1 and August 31.

43. It shall be unlawful to hunt with a firearm on or within 50 feet
of the center of any primary and secondary highway.

44. East of the Dismal Swamp Line (see page 9 for definition of
line) Rifles, including muzzleloading rifles, are permitted for
big game hunting when used from stands elevated 15 feet
above the ground (except legally handicapped hunters are
exempt from tree stand requirements); no special early or late
muzzleloader seasons in effect.
West of the Dismal Swamp Line (see page 9 for definition of
line) No rifles for big game hunting. However, when hunting
from a stand 10 feet above the ground (except legally handi-
capped hunters are exempt from tree stand requirements) muz-
zleloading rifles are lawful for game species during all open
seasons, including special muzzle-loading deer seasons.

45. All rifles, pistols, or shotguns loaded with slugs prohibited for
any hunting.

46. Discharging firearms or air-operated or gas-operated weapons
prohibited within certain areas: check local county/city ordi-
nances.

47. No discharge of rifles larger than .22 except on approved
ranges.

48. Muzzleloading rifles permitted during the special muzzleload-
ing season.

49. Muzzleloading rifles are permitted during any authorized
firearms season for the hunting of game animals except for the
hunting of turkeys during the spring gobbler season.

50. It shall be unlawful for any person to hunt in the county with a
shotgun loaded with slugs or a muzzleloading rifle other than
during the prescribed open season for the hunting of big game
species.
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51. It shall be lawful to hunt deer with a rifle of a caliber larger than
.22 rimfire during the general firearms deer season provided
that any such non-muzzleloading rifle may be used only from a
height of 10 feet or more from the ground.

52. It shall be unlawful to discharge a firearm or air gun of .177
caliber or larger within any densely populated area; within 100
yards from any structure or within 100 yards from any public
street, secondary road or highway within the city, except on a
permitted firing range or at or upon the property of another
without permission.

53. It is lawful to hunt deer with muzzleloading rifles.

54. It is unlawful to transport, possess, or carry a loaded rifle or
shotgun in any vehicle on any public street, road or highway.

55. It shall be unlawful for any person in the town, except a duly
authorized officer in the course of his duty, to fire or discharge
any gun, pistol or other firearms of any kind.

56. No discharge of firearms across or within 150 yards of any
building, dwelling, street, sidewalk, alley, roadway, public
land, or public place.

57. No discharge of firearms north or west of a line from the
Chesapeake-Virginia Beach boundary; thence northwardly
along North Landing Road; thence eastwardly along Indian
River Road; thence northeastwardly along New Bridge Road;
thence eastwardly along Sandbridge Road to the Atlantic
Ocean, or across any land north of False Cape Park and east of
Shipps Bay and Point Creek. No discharge of rifles larger than
.22 south of this line except muzzleloading rifles may be used
to hunt deer during the firearms deer season.

58. Shotguns firing pellets lawful on certain agricultural lands of
fifty contiguous acres or more, and on certain lands south of a
line from the Chesapeake-Virginia Beach boundary, thence
northeastwardly along Elbow Road; thence southeastwardly
along Salem Road; thence northeastwardly along North Land-
stown Road; thence southeastwardly along Princess Anne
Road; thence eastwardly along Sandbridge Road to the
Atlantic Ocean. The property must be permitted by the City
Manager for this purpose.

59. It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge or shoot off a
firearm in the county. It shall be unlawful for any person to dis-
charge or shoot or throw any dangerous missiles by mechani-
cal, explosive, air-or gas-propelled means, or similar method
or device onto or across any public sidewalk, path, or roadway,
at any public structure or building, or at or onto the property of
another. It is unlawful for any person to shoot a compound
bow, crossbow, longbow, or recurve bow at or upon the proper-
ty of another without permission. It shall be unlawful to dis-
charge a projectile from any of the aforementioned bows with-
in 100 yards of any public road, public building or structure,
private residence or structure, or property of another. Nothing
in this ordinance shall be construed to prohibit the use of
firearms or other instruments or missiles or compound bows,
crossbows, longbows, or recurve bows in lawful self defense
or in the lawful defense of property, or to prohibit the use of
firearms or other missiles or compound bows, crossbows,
longbows, or recurve bows in supervised sport, recreation, or

training conducted on safety-inspected and approved ranges
and courses, provided the same is not contrary to existing law.

60. It is lawful to hunt deer with rifles from stands elevated at least
10 feet above the ground during the regular hunting season.

61. It is unlawful to hunt or attempt to hunt on a primary or second-
ary state maintained highway, and within the side ditches of
such highways.

62. Discharging firearms is prohibited within certain areas (check
local county ordinance for area description), except deer hunt-
ing is permitted with handguns, shotguns, or muzzleloading
rifles using a single projectile and all other hunting is allowed
with rifles of .22 caliber rimfire or less, handguns, shotguns,
and muzzleloading rifles using single or multiple projectiles.

63. The discharge of firearms is prohibited within 50 yards of a
highway in the primary or secondary system of state roads.

64. Discharge of firearms is prohibited within 100 yards of any
public park or school.

65. Discharge of firearms is prohibited within 100 yards of a build-
ing with a current occupancy permit unless the owner or
authorized agent has given permission.

66. Muzzleloaders shall be legal firearms during any firearms sea-
son.

67. Shotgun slugs shall be permitted for deer hunting.

68. It shall be unlawful for any person to transport, possess or carry
a loaded shotgun, rifle, pistol, or firearm of any nature in any
vehicle or on his person over, along or on any public street,
road or highway in the city.

69. It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge an air gun,
spring gun or firearm from, along, across or toward, or within
300 yards of any paved public street, highway or road or any
building in the city.

70. It shall be lawful to hunt game species with a muzzleloading
rifle during the prescribed open seasons.

71. The discharge or use of a rifle, except for a .22 caliber rim fire
is prohibited within the city limits.

72. The use of muzzleloading rifles during the prescribed open
seasons for the hunting of game species is permitted in the city;
provided, however, that the use of such muzzleloading rifle
shall be only from a stand located at least 10 feet above the
ground.

73. No rifles for turkey hunting.

74. Unlawful to hunt deer during the regular hunting season with a
rifle of .23 caliber or larger either on public lands or in the area
of the County bordered to the north by the James River, to the
west by Route 602 from the Willis River, and to the south by
Route 45 and Route 684 to the County line (generally known
as Cartersville Historic District); except from a tree stand ele-
vated at least 10 feet above the ground. It shall be lawful to
hunt with a muzzleloading rifle from the ground or 
from a tree stand elevated to any height.

    


